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Originally constructed between 1826 and 1834 by Dr. Joseph Lee, Kilburnie is
thought to be the oldest remaining residence in the town of Lancaster, South
Carolina. Although Kilburnie was originally built as a late interpretation of
the Federal style, it also incorporates influences of the Greek Revival style.

In addition, changes were made to the house during the Victorian era. These
historic alterations contribute to the architectural significance of Kilburnie.

Exterior: Kilburnie is a two story frame residence with full attic set on raised
brick piers. Brickwork is American common bond. The structure has flushboard
siding on the front facade, which features on each story a central doorway with
sidelights and transom flanked by two 9/9 windows. During the 1880s, Victorian
double doors were substituted for an earlier door in the entryway on the first
floor. The front facade is dominated by a two story Federal portico featuring

a massive pediment, which extends across the entire facade to create a temple
effect. On each story, the portico has four evenly spaced Doric columns, Greek
Revival in their proportion; a turned balustrade; and molded baseboards. A
Victorian spool and spindle frieze with brackets was added to each story of the
pedimented portico during the late 1880s. The pedimented attic story of the front
facade contains a tripartite window, as does each of the cross gables on the side
facades. Each tripartite window features well articulated and delicately pro-
portioned colonnettes of the Federal mode. The side facades are characterized

by clapboard siding and by 9/9 fenestration, arranged in three bays. Windows

on all three facades feature early fixed Touver shutters. During the 1880s, the
rear portion of the house was altered by the addition of both an ell and a
Victorian porch. Tradition indicates that the rooms comprising the ell were

once outlying structures on the property which were moved up and incorporated
into the original dwelling. The Victorian porch located on the left facade of
this ell was.later enclosed.

Interior : The original portion of the house consists of a symmetrical plan with
a central hall and four rooms to each floor. Projecting from the rear of the
structure is an ell containing five rooms. Attached to the rear facade of the
original foursquare block, where it joins the right facade of the ell, is a shed
roofed porch of unknown date. The original section of Kilburnie remains struc-
turally sound although in need of restoration; the later additions will probably
require structural repair.

Both Federal and Greek Revival influences are reflected in the architectural
style of the interior. The stairway in the central hall has been altered with
each renovation, as evidenced by the differing styles within the balustrade; the
slender newel posts in the Federal style remain. Also a significant Federal
feature is the reeded woodwork of the interior. The left front room on the
first floor has notable ceiling plasterwork. Doors and moldings are feather
molded, windows and doors are trimmed with plain molding and windows are pegged.
Floors are original; however, those on the first floor have been covered by later
flooring. Several Greek Revival mantles are still extant. Although Kilburnie
was reroofed in the 1920s jonly the shingles were replaced; the original pegged
rafters with their Roman numerals still visible, were retained.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Kilburnie, built by Dr. Joseph Lee between 1826 and 1834, is considered to be the
oldest standing residence within the city Timits of Lancaster, South Carolina.
The house 1is significant both for its vernacular interpretation of three archi-
tectural styles and for its associations with locally prominent individuals.

Stylistic analysis and historic evidence indicate that Dr. Joseph Lee constructed
Kilburnie in the Tate 1820s to early 1830s. Dr. Lee was a prominent dentist and
owned considerable property in Lancaster. In 1834, Dr. Lee sold Kilburnie to
Mrs. Ann B. Crawford. Following her death in 1855, the house passed to her son,
Martin Phifer Crawford, a graduate of South Carolina College and successful
attorney in Lancaster, who also had extensive farming interests. He was an early
volunteer for the Civil War and served in Company A, Ninth South Carolina Regiment
until his death on April 4, 1862. Kilburnie then passed to his brother, Robert
Lafayette Crawford, who was a practicing physician in Lancaster, in addition to
being engaged in farming on a large scale. Following Crawford's death while in
the Confederate Service, Kilburnie became the property of his son, Martin Phifer
Crawford. He was a graduate of Charleston Medical College and a prominent
physician in Lancaster; in addition, he was a director of the Bank of Lancaster
and a partner in the Crawford Brothers Pharmacy. During the 1880s, Dr. Crawford
made several Victorian alterations to Kilburnie. Following his death, the house
eventually passed to M.R. and Annie Witherspoon, first cousins of the Crawfords.
They, in turn, sold' the home to Mrs. Essie M. Williams, whose descendants
continue to own the property.

Although Kilburnie has been vacant for sixteen years, the city of Lancaster has
rezoned, for historic preservation, the neighborhood in which Kilburnie is located.
Also Tocated within this preservation area are the Lancaster County Courthouse
(National Historic Landmark) and the Lancaster County Jail (National Historic
Landmark). The Lancaster County Arts Council has formulated long-range plans for
the acquisition and renovation of the house for use as a local cultural center.
Much local support has been forthcoming for the project, and several local orga-
nizations have expressed an interest in sharing the facilities.

Architecture: Kilburnie's significance derives in part from its survival as the
oldest dwelling in the city of Lancaster and in part from its synthesis of elements
from three architectural styles. In its incorporation of Federal, Greek Revival
and Victorian influences, Kilburnie remains an important tie to the past in the
up-country of South Carolina. Notable architectural features include reeded
woodwork, the two story pedimented portico, Victorian decorative detailing and

the ceiling Plasterwork in the left front room on the first floor.
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7. DESCRIPTION

Surroundings: Kilburnie is located in a residential neighborhood in an area of
Lancaster which contains two National Historic Landmarks and which has recently
been rezoned for historic preservation. The house has been vacant for some

years and during this time vagrancy and the possibility of damage to the dwelling
and to adjacent property have been causes for concern. Due to these factors, the
property was condemned by the city. However, strong local support for the adaptive
reuse of Kilburnie, with backing from the owners, local groups and from the city
itself, prompted local authorities to 1ift the condemnation order. Long-range
plans to acquire and renovate the house and use it as a local cultural center

have been formulated by the Lancaster County Arts Council.

Kilburnie faces North White Street and is flanked by private residences on
the adjoining property to the sides and rear. Also within the nominated acreage
is the original well, screened by a gazebo of undetermined age.
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